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Abstract. Hunting tourism is good opportunity for rural regions in the Czech 

Republic. The aim of this article is to determine which areas have potential for 

hunting tourism and where it would be appropriate to actively focus on 

promoting hunting tourism. Potential was evaluated on the base of annual hunt 

per hectare as the maximum offer of an area. Data were collected for 

municipality with extended power as the smallest territorial unit in the Czech 

Republic. Hunt of furry game and feathered birds were calculated separately. 

Results of research were demonstrated by cartograms. Data were collected from 

The forest management institute. Totally 34 % of the territory is suitable for the 

development of hunting tourism of furry game and 18 % of the Czech Republic 

is suitable for hunting tourism of feathered birds. Mostly north-west of the 

Czech Republic - Karlovarský region, Plzeňský, Ústecký and some areas in 

Liberecký and Středočeský region, then Jihomoravský region are very suitable 

for the development of hunting tourism in terms of furry game. Very good 

potential for hunting tourism of feathered birds was recorded around rivers 

Vltava, Labe and Morava.  
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1 Theoretical framework 

1.1 Hunting tourism 

The issue of wildlife management has been a highly discussed topic in recent years. 

Hoofed game is overpopulated in some areas in the Czech Republic and hunters fail 

to reduce their numbers to a standardized numbers. The main task of the paper is to 

point out the possibilities of hunting in the territory of the Czech Republic in terms of 

hunting tourism, which in the future could become one of opportunity for the 

development of rural areas and the development of regions. Most tourists arriving to 

the Czech Republic go to Prague or the South Bohemian region. However, hunting 

tourism could attract foreigners into less visited regions and become a great 

phenomenon of the future. 

Game control through hunting is one of the most important game management 

tools. Overpopulated game pieces cause considerable damages to farmland and forest 

stands. Based on estimates, annual crop damage ranges from 3.5 to 7 billion 



 

 

crowns. [2] Predominantly small farmers have a lot of damage, their competitiveness 

is reduced and then conflicts between interest groups are taking place. A large number 

of items also pose a risk for the spread of disease and the subsequent degradation of 

the entire population. The goal of hunting management in the Czech Republic is 

above all to take care of game and to increase its value and strength. Offering a part of 

the planned number of game pieces to foreign hunters can mean a solution to reduce 

overpopulated game numbers. At the same time, hunting tourism means significant 

income to the regions, whether in terms of tax hunting or the multiplier effect of 

consuming services that are important to ensure the hunt. Hunting tourism is very 

specific form of tourism. The demand for hunting is limited by number of wild 

animals in area. The higher number of animals per hectare an area has the better 

opportunity to develop hunting tourism it has.  

New forms of tourism, such as agro tourism or ecotourism, under which hunting 

tourism is often ranked, are a source of valuable effects in the region, as they 

contribute to improving the quality of tourism services, thereby contributing to the 

growth of the social and economic potential of the area. [5] 

The benefits of hunting tourism can only be enjoyed under the conditions of 

sustainability. Sustainable development of hunting tourism can be achieved by 

preserving environmental sustainability, economic viability and social adequacy. [3] 

Each of these pillars of sustainable hunting development, however, contains a great 

deal of problems and is so important for many scientists dealing with the issue. For 

example, Woodroffe and Ginsberg [7] consider that hunting tourism must also be 

useful for the conservation of natural habitats and contribute to the protection of 

wildlife, in order to achieve environmental sustainability. According to Morrill [8], 

hunting is less destructive than other forms of ecotourism, such as photographic 

tourism. The same view is held by Gössling [4]. According to him, hunters have less 

impact on the environment than photographers, as they do not require so much local 

amenities and infrastructure, which significantly reduces the degradation of the 

habitat. 

According to the advice of the International Council for Game and Game 

Conservation (CIC) [1], the sustainable form of hunting tourism is one of the game's 

protection tools, as well as the use of natural resources, which can play a key role in 

reducing rural poverty. In many countries, especially in the developing world, 

organized hunting tourism has risen sharply in the last half-century. This trend is great 

economic and ecological importance. For the host country and its rural population, 

hunting tourism has a number of advantages - preserving ecosystems, generating 

income and employment in less-favored areas, economic and sensible use of natural 

habitats that are not suitable for agriculture or conventional tourism, building 

awareness among the local population the value of wild game that is otherwise 

considered to be harmful, disturbing and costly, to reducing the environmental impact 

compared to other forms of tourism and reducing poaching through the joint efforts of 

all those who are interested in generating income from hunting tourism [1]. 



 

 

1.2 Hunting possibility in the Czech Republic 

In the Czech Republic there is possible to hunt furry game, mostly hoofed game such 

as red deers, roe deers, fallow deers, moufflons and wild boars. Small furry game is 

represented by hares, foxes, badgers and martens; even so just hares are objects of 

offer for hunting tourism as a motivation to go to different place for a hunt. It is also 

possible to hunt feathered birds from which mostly ducks and pheasants form offer 

for hunters.  

2 Methodology 

Potential of regions if they are suitable for the form of hunting tourism was evaluated 

on the base of annual number of hunt within municipality with extended power as the 

smallest territorial unit in the Czech Republic. To avoid data distortion in relation to 

different size of municipalities, number of hunt were recalculated per hectare. Hunt of 

furry game and feathered birds were calculated separately. Results of research were 

demonstrated by cartograms. Data were collected from The forest management 

institute. 

3 Results of research 

3.1 Annual hunt of furry game 

 

Fig. 1. Annual hunt of furry game per hectare 

Municipality with extended power which has higher number of annual hunt than 0, 06 

pieces per hectare is considered as an area with great potential for the development of 



 

 

hunting tourism. According to cartogram above it is visible that very suitable area for 

the development of hunting tourism is north-west of the Czech Republic, thus 

Karlovarský region, Plzeňský, Ústecký and some areas in Liberecký and Středočeský 

region. Also Jihomoravský region has good potential for the development of hunting 

tourism. Totally 34 % of the territory is suitable for the development of hunting 

tourism. In detail very high annual hunt of furry wild animals (more than 1 per 

hectare) was recorded in the following municipalities – Beroun, Karlovy Vary, 

Stříbro, Veselí na Moravě. (Brno was excluded because small hunting area). High 

annual hunt of furry game was recorded in municipalities – Bílina, Blovice, Břeclav, 

Dobříš, Horšovský Týn, Kralovice, Lipník nad Bečvou, Lysá nad Labem, Mělník, 

Moravská Třebová, Nová Paka, Nýřany, Podbořany, Rakovník, Rokycany, Ústí nad 

Labem and Vítkov.  Jihočeský and Vysočina region have very weak potential for the 

development of hunting tourism in terms of furry game.   

3.2 Annual hunt of feathered birds 

 

Fig. 2. Annual hunt of feathered birds per hectare 

In terms of feathered birds, which can be hunted in the Czech Republic, it was 

established, that municipality with extended power which has higher annul hunt than 

0,15 pieces per hectare is suitable for the development of hunting tourism. According 

to cartogram above it is visible that very suitable areas for the development of hunting 

tourism are parties around rivers – Vltava, Labe and Morava. Totally 18 % of the 

Czech territory is suitable for the development of hunting tourism. Municipalities 

with extended power which have very higher annul hunt of feathered birds (more than 

0,45 pieces per hectare) are Benešov, Blatná, České Budějovice, Hlučín, Hořice, 

Kravaře, Pacov, Pohořelice a Židlochovice. High annual hunt of feathered birds was 

recorded in following municipalities – Dobruška, Horažďovice, Hradec Králové, 



 

 

Nepomuk, Písek, Sedlčany, Strakonice, Tachov and Třeboň. Vysočina region, 

Zlínský, Olomoucký, Karlovarský region have very weak potential for the 

development of hunting tourism of feathered birds. 

4 Conclusion 

Game hunting is an important instrument of game management in the Czech 

Republic. Wildlife is a national asset and must be properly taken care in order to 

preserve the highest quality genofond. Hunting tourism has many advantages. Not 

only it can be a solution to reduce overpopulated game, but it can also be a source of 

income for regions that are not suitable for classic tourism. Based on data evaluation 

for individual municipalities with extended power, it can be concluded that the largest 

offer in terms of the number of planned annul hunt of furry game is distributed 

unequally, mostly in north-west territory of the Czech Republic. High numbers of 

annual hunt of feathered birds were recorded around main Czech rivers – Vltava, 

Labe and Morava. All municipalities with very high or high numbers of annual hunt 

should develop possibility of hunting tourism. They should build appropriate 

infrastructure for hunters. Invest into building accommodation and also promote the 

area as hunting destination suitable for certain hunt. Very desirable and beneficial 

would be promotion of hunt in foreign countries, because foreign hunters spent more 

money for a hunt. 
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