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EAST BOHEMIAN FINDS OF BELT SEGMENTS WITH A CENTRAL
KNOB AND SIDE PLATES AS EVIDENCE OF INTERREGIONAL
CONTACTS DURING THE LA TENE PERIOD'

Tomas MANGEL - Tereza JOSKOVA

MANGEL, Tomas - JOSKOVA, Tereza. Vychodoceské nalezy opaskovych élanki se sttedovym vyval-
kem a postrannimi destickami jako doklad interregionalnich kontaktii v dobé laténské. Text se zabyva
vychodoceskymi nalezy opaskovych ¢lankt se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi destickami datova-
nymi do obdobi LT C2 - D1, jejichz ptivod 1ze hledat v oblasti stfedniho Podunaji. Soucasti ¢lanku je cel-
kové zhodnoceni stavu poznani, typologie i chronologickych a geografickych aspektt této problematiky.
Opaskové ¢lanky ziskané v prostoru vychodnich Cech jsou nahlizeny v kontextu dal$ich vychodoceskych
nalezt, které v uvedené oblasti dokladaji ptisobeni jihovychodnich vlivii nejpozdéji od stupné LT B2.
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Introduction

Eastern Bohemia is one of the most easterly situated areas with evidence for La Tene
occupation in Bohemia (cf. Mangel/Danielisovd/Jilek 2013, 15, fig. 3). Its geographical location
also corresponds with a more frequent occurrence of items which can be taken for evidence
of contacts with the Middle Danube region or generally with areas situated to the southe-
ast (Mangel 2009, 41, 42; Sankot 1993, 425, 426; 2014, 261; Vokolek 1993, 79; Waldhauser 1978,
172). The region’s southeastern ties are demonstrated by selected specific features of funerary
practices but also by certain artefacts with parallels in those regions. Artefactual evidence for
such contacts has become more common over the recent years, in connection with the increa-
sing use of metal detectors. Along with other finds, parts of chain belts consisting of segments
with a central knob and side plates, which are usually considered as part of the female attire,
also belong to this category (cf. Budaj/ Cambal 2016, 278; Bujna 2011). Their occurrence in the
Svitavy region, which is the easternmost part of eastern Bohemia, was brought to attention by
D. Vich (2017, 645, tig. 10: 2). However, from a viewpoint of settlement geography, these finds
are undoubtedly linked to settlement in Moravia during that period. Finds of the mentioned
belts which have been made over recent years in the central part of eastern Bohemia (fig. 1, 2)*
also prove their use in areas situated further to the west.

! This article was created with support from the project of Specific research FF UHK 2018 Space analysis of La Tene
period settlement of rock formations in Bohemian Paradise (Cesky réj) and prospection of specific settlement areas
in its vicinity. We are also grateful to P. Hornik and M. Novak from the Museum of Eastern Bohemia in Hradec
Kralové for providing the archaeological material and related information.

2 The term , eastern Bohemia” in the following text refers exclusively to the parts of eastern Bohemia where La Téne
period settlement is geographically and culturally connected with settlement in the remaining parts of Bohemia
(described most recently by Waldhauser 2001, 42-44).
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Fig. 1. Distribution of belt segments with a central knob and side plates in eastern Bohemia
(Hradec Kralové District). 1 — Dobrenice; 2 — Osice; 3 - Pldcky; 4 — Plotisté n. L.

The current state of knowledge on the issue of chain belts consisting of segments with
a central knob

Chain belts consisting of segments with a central knob were first analysed in detail by
J. Werner in 1952, who drew attention to them in the context of a discovery of such a belt part
at the Danish site of Sender Skjoldborg (IWerner 1952; 1979). In his proposed reconstruction,
he ascribed the segment with a central knob the function of a divider, supposedly dividing
the end part of the belt into three straps terminated in pendants (cf. Filip 1956, 173, fig. 51: 1).
At the same time, Werner pointed out a more frequent occurrence of such segments in the
Middle Danube region, where he also sought their origin. However, similar finds were first
considered as standard linking segments in chain belts by |. Reitinger (1966, 233).

The mentioned belt segments were first presented at a broader level of detail by K. Pieta
(1982, 47, Taf. XI: 5, 24; 2000, 142, Abb. 8: 38, 41), who also added several specimens from the
territory of the Pachov culture to finds known from the Middle Danube region. According to
his opinion, it was part of a local, Inner Carpathian type of late chain belts, which he roughly
dated to LT C2 - D1 (Pieta 1982, 47), or possibly to LT D (Pieta 2000, 142).
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Fig. 2. Belt segments with a central knob in eastern Bohemia (Hradec Krilové District).
1 - Dobrenice; 2 - Osice; 3 - Pldcky; 4 — Plotisté n. L.
(1- drawn by M. Pleska; 2-4 - drawn by T. Joskovd)

A substantial contribution to our understanding of this issue was achieved thanks to the
increase in scholarly interest in the site of Némcice nad Hanou, where the artefacts in question
represented a dominant type of belt segments. Along with a series of finished products, evi-
dence for on-site manufacture in the form of semi-finished pieces was also obtained at this
site ((fizvmdf/[(olnﬂcovd 2006, 264; Cizmdi/Kolnikovi/Noeske 2008, 661, 664). In connection with
the Némcice finds, M. Cizmat drew attention to the highest density of similar segments in the
Morava River area and also pointed out their absence in grave complexes dating from LT B -
C1. In contrast, their abundant representation in the Némcice assemblage where the period
of occupation covered LT B2/C1 - C2, made him believe that such belts, sometimes referred
to as Némcice-type belts (Dizdar 2015, 300; Fojtik/Popelka 2010, 368), were first used in LT C2.
Similar dating is usually suggested in the case of finds from a disturbed feature (probably
cremation grave?) discovered at Rohr in Styria (Dizdar 2015, 300), where belt segments of
the above-mentioned type were accompanied, among others, by a Motschwill-type fibula
(Kramer 1994, 30, 52, Taf. 34: 7, 8; Modrijan 1958). Their production, chronologically limited to
LT C2, is also favoured by M. Rudnicki (2014, 38), who pointed out the insufficient represen-
tation of the above segment type in assemblages from oppida.

A sharp increase in the number of known specimens has especially taken place over recent
decades and the issue of Middle Danubian finds was thoroughly summed up by R. Cambal
(2011,108). In the same year J. Bujna (2011, 123, 143, tig. 52) presented a detailed classification
of these segments which was based on Moravian and Slovak finds. He labeled the belt seg-
ments with a central knob as the Gk-R group which he further subdivided into several types
(A2, A3, B3 and C3). The main differentiating criteria include the number of holes in side
plates, the occurrence and number of ribs where the neck attaches to the plates, the profiles
of edges and the presence of small protrusions in the plates’ corners. The Gk-R-A group is
represented by more massive segments with one rib in the spot where the neck meets the pla-
tes and with the side plates equipped with two (A2) or three (A3) holes. Within the A3 type,
J. Bujna further distinguishes subcategories - variety A3a, which is undecorated, and variety
A3b with punched circular decoration. A feature typical of the Gk-R-B group is gracility
and two profiled ribs in the spot where the necks attach to the plates. It was only known to
J. Bujna as a variant where the plates featured three holes (B3). The last Gk-R-C type featu-
res a characteristic central knob of a rather flat shape, side plates with profiled edges and
small protrusions in the corners. Similarly to the previous one, also this type was only de-
fined in relation to segments with tree holes for attaching the chain (C3). From a chronolo-
gical viewpoint, J. Bujna shares the opinion that belts consisting of segments with a central
knob can be only approximately dated, due to lack of unambiguous find contexts, namely to
LT C2 - D1 (Bujna 2011, 123, 145). Typologically speaking, these belts probably developed
from segmented belts with a circular middle part and side plates connected by a chainlet
which are a characteristic feature of LT C1 (Bujna 2011, 121, 143).

/467/



Studia Historica Nitriensia 2019/rocnik 23/Supplementum - Sedem kruhov Jozefa Bujnu

Gk-R-

| e
-

Fig. 3. Classification scheme of segments with a central knob and side plates.
Author: T. Mangel

The current knowledge of the material record, seen in a broader geographical context,
allows us to develop Bujna’s classification and include the so-far undefined Gk-R-A1 and Gk-
-R-C2 types (fig. 3). They differ from the types earlier described by J. Bujna only through the
number of holes in side plates. A characteristic feature of the Gk-R-A1 type, which belongs
to the category of segments whose necks are separated by one rib, is the presence of only one
hole in each of the side plates. The same criteria as for the Gk-R-C3 type also apply for the
G-R-C2 type, which only differs through the presence of just two holes.

Apart from the segments and connecting chainlets, the belts also consisted of other com-
ponents, such as belt hooks, dividers® and skittle-shaped pendants. However, to follow the
links between the various forms of these components and the belts in question is quite diffi-
cult, as most finds are fragmentary. Larger fragments enable us to trace only the links to par-
ticular types of belt hooks. These are exclusively zoomorfic shapes equipped with a knob and
a plate featuring holes for attaching chainlets (Bujna’s G5-R-A2 and A3 types; see Bujna 2011,
123, 129, fig. 52, 53). The remaining parts in their full extent can only be documented thanks
to the recent discovery of a complete belt made at Hluboké u Kunstatu, which is discussed in
another paper in this volume (Cizmdi/Jariiskovd 2019).

East Bohemian finds of segments with a central knob

Four finds of segments* which are attributable to the above mentioned belt type are
currently known from the central parts of eastern Bohemia. They were discovered between
the years 2010 and 2018, in all cases thanks to prospecting with metal detectors. These are sur-
face finds which bear signs of damage and some of them are difficult to classify. The segment
from Placky (fig. 2: 3) belongs to Bujna’s Gk-R-B3 type. The find from Dobfenice (fig. 2: 1;
Mangel/Jilek 2013, 55, 56, 60, fig. 2: 7) can clearly be classified as the Gk-R-A2 type. A similar
classification is likely in the case of the heavily damaged specimen from Osice (fig. 2: 2), as

3 The category of dividers probably also includes finds of flattened segments from Botitov (CiZmadr et al. 2008, 129, fig.
6:7), Ziar nad Hronom (Pieta 1990, 140, fig. 59: 10) or Staré Hradisko (Meduna 1970, 97, Taf. 6: 7), whose side plates
are always equipped with two and three holes. An identical arrangement is characteristic of dividers, although in
different belt types (cf. Bujna 2011, fig. 51: 2c).

All specimens are deposited in the archaeological collection of the Museum of Eastern Bohemia in Hradec Kralové
(Dobfenice, Hradec Kralové District: acquisition no. 128/2012; Osice, Hradec Kralové District and Placky, Hradec
Krélové District: so far unregistered; Plotisté nad Labem, Hradec Kralové: acquisition no. 58/2015, inventory no.
80713).
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the probability that it belonged to the rare Gk-R-C2 type (see fig. 5) is very low. When it co-
mes to the segment from Plotisté nad Labem (fig. 2: 4), it was probably the generally most
widespread Gk-R-A3 type.

The nature of find circumstances of the east Bohemian finds, similarly to most other known
specimens, does not enable us to tell much about their particular find contexts. However, all
discussed specimens originated from locations with other La Tene metallic and ceramic finds
indicating their approximate date within the range of LT (B) C - D1 (cf. Frolik/Kalferst/Sigl
1984, 4; Mangel 2011, 27; Sigl/Vokolek 1986, 10; Vokolek 1973, 106; Vokolek/Sigl 1975, 16). Such a
date does not contradict the chronological classification of analogous Middle Danubian finds
dated to LT C2, or more broadly to LT C2 - D1.

Discussion

We succeeded in registering more than 75 remains of the above belt type originating from
42 sites within central Europe (fig. 4; table 1).° It is obvious that such a list can never include
all known finds whose number has been steadily growing, especially over recent years in
connection with the increasing use of metal detectors. Despite these limitations, it seems to
be sufficient for the identification of the basic features of the given phenomenon. The vast
majority of published belt segments with a central knob, including evidence for their manu-
facture, concentrate in the Middle Danube region, i.e. in Moravia, southwestern Slovakia,
Lower Austria, Burgenland and in the western part of Hungary (fig. 4). Their occurrence
beyond this area is much more limited. The most distant and quite isolated find is known
from the Danish site of Sender Skjoldborg (Werner 1952; 1979). Their presence was also noted
at the production and distribution centre of Nowa Cerekwia (Rudnicki 2014, 38, P1. 4: 12, 13).
They also occur in Pachov culture contexts (Pieta 1982, 47, Taf. XI: 5, 24a, b; 2000, 142, Abb.
8: 38, 41; 2008, fig. 72: 13-16) and a part of such a belt is also known from the site of Obisovce
in eastern Slovakia (Pieta 2008, fig. 8: 14). Their isolated occurrence can be documented as far
as Serbia, at the site of Stari Kostolac (Spasi¢ 1992, 8, tab. I: 10), at Rohr, Styria (Kramer 1994,
30, 52, Taf. 34: 7, 8; Modrijan 1958) or Kunszentmarton, Hungary (Werner 1979, 35, Abb. 4: 5).
The presence of such segments beyond the area of their usual occurrence is often interpreted
as evidence for interregional contacts with the Middle Danube region (Dizdar 2015, 300, fig. 4:
1; Pieta 2008, 29; Werner 1979, 35). East Bohemian finds should be viewed in the same manner.
Along with a recently published specimen from T¥isov (John/Ousko 2017, 284-286, fig. 2: 3),
they represent (with the exception of the Sender Skjoldborg find) the so far westernmost
border of their distribution.

Strong southeastern influences within the east Bohemian region are also documented by
several other finds. They were noticeable as early as the period of flat cemeteries. The earliest
pieces of evidence date from the transition between LT Bl and LT B2 or from LT B2 at the
latest. These finds include a saddle-shaped ring decorated with punching and globular knobs
from Hofenice (fig. 5: 1). This object has numerous analogies in Hungary, southwestern Slo-
vakia and Moravia (Mangel 2009, 19, 41, 42, tab. 27: 2), but it probably comes from a disturbed
grave context, so its date is not entirely clear.

Further evidence includes a surface find of a coupler from a double bracelet made at Sté-
zery (fig. 5: 2; Cizmdrovd 2014, 463, 467, tig. 5: 3). The distribution of such bracelets is limited
to the Bohemian-Moravian area with the sheer majority of finds in the Moravian territory
where such objects can be found in grave complexes dating exclusively to LT B2. A nipple-
-shaped ring from Pfedmétice nad Labem (fig. 5: 4; Mangel 2009, 24, tab. 34: 1) can be dated
similarly. It has numerous analogies in the Carpathian Basin and the Middle Danube region

> Only such finds were analysed whose degree of preservation enabled a convincing classification as segments with
a central knob and side plates. The paper does intentionally not deal with other (belt hooks, dividers, pendants) or
heavily damaged parts of belts (such as Ostrozska Nova Ves: Grimmovd 2016, 10, 101, fig. 25: 5), whose affiliation
with the above belt type is questionable.
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Fig. 4. Geographical distribution of belt segments with a central knob and side plates
within Europe based on the published finds. See Fig. 5 for site identification.
Compiled by T. Mangel and K. Suchopdrova
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Table 1. List of published finds of belt segments with a central knob and side plates.

. Context
ID Site Types dating References
Czech Republic - Bohemia
1 Dobfenice, A2 LTC-D1 Mangel/Jilek 2013, 55, 56, obr. 2:7
Hradec Kréalové District
2 Jevicko, Svitavy District A3b ? Vich 2017, 645, obr. 10: 2
3 Osice, A2 LTB-D1 unpublished
Hradec Kréalové District
Placky, Hradec Kralové District B3 LTC-D1 unpublished
Plotisté nad Labem, A3a LTC-D1 unpublished
Hradec Kralové District
6 Tt¥isov, Cesk}’l Krumlov District A3a LTC2-D1 John/Ousko 2017, 284, obr. 2: 3
Czech Republic - Moravia
7 | Blatnice pod Svatym Antoninkem, A3a LT C Grimmovd 2016, 10, 50, obr. 9: 9
Hodonin District
8 Boleradice, Bfeclav District A3a ? Cizmdr et al. 2010, 129, 134, obr. 7: 1
9 Borsice u Blatnice, A3a LTC2-D1 Grimmouvd 2016, 10, 42, obr. 2: 6, 7
Uherské Hradisté District
10 Hluboké u Kunstatu, Al,C3 ? Cizmdr/Jariiskovd 2019
Blansko District
11 Hrubéice, Prosté&jov District A3a ? Fojtik/Popelka 2010, 368, obr. 6: 2
12 Louc¢ka-Obirka, Pierov District A3a LTC2-D1 Cizmar/Salas 2009, 66, obr. 7: 7
13 Medlovice, Vyskov District A3a LTC Cizmdr et al. 2009, 145, obr. 5: 7
14 Némcice n. H., Prostéjov District A2, A3a,C3 |LTB2-C2 Cvizvmm’/Cvjzvmdfova’/Kejzlar 2011, 88, 92, obr. 5: 10,
13; Cizmadr/Kolnikovd 2006, 264, obr. 5: 1-3
15 Petrov, Hodonin District A2 LTB-C Jancikovad 2015, 43, obr. 22: 8
16 Straznice-Dily, Hodonin District A2 LTB2-C Jancikovd 2015, 20, obr. 3: 4
17 Straznice-Patery hony, A3a LTA-C2 Jancikovd 2015, 20, obr. 3: 3
Hodonin District
Denmark
18 Sender Skjoldborg, B3 ? Werner 1979, 35, Abb. 1: f, 4: 1
Thisted District
Hungary
19 Kunszentmarton, A3a ? Werner 1979, 35, Abb. 4: 5
Kunszentmarton District
20 Velem st. Vid, K6szeg District A3a, C3 LTA-D von Miske 1908, Taf. 45: 51-53
Poland
21 Nowa Cerekwia, A3a, A3b LTB2-C2 Rudnicki 2014, 38, Pl. 4: 12
Glubczycki District
Austria
22 Bernhardsthal, Al, A2, A3a, ? Adler 1991, 266, Abb. 470-473; 1992, 454, Abb.
Mistelbach District C2,C3 490-493; Allerbauer/Jedlicka 2000a, 616, Abb.
554; Jedlicka 2000a, 616, Abb. 555
23 Drosing, Garnsendorf District A2, A3a ? Allerbauer/Jedlicka 2000b, 616, Abb. 557; Jedlicka
1996, 462, Abb. 379; Stuppner 1990, 215, Abb.
594
24 Haselbach, Korneuburg District A3a LTC Trebsche/Fichtl 2016, 33, Abb. 13
(-LT D1)
25 Jedenspeigen, A3a ? Jedlicka 2000b, 618, Abb. 570
Gérnsendorf District
26 Katzelsdorf, Mistelbach District A3a ? Jedlicka 1999, 801, Abb. 330
27 Putzneusied], A3a ? Werner 1979, 40, Abb. 8:1
PB Neusiedl am See District
28 | Ringelsdorf, Garnsendorf District A3a ? Stuppner 1992, 460, Abb. 531
29 Rohr, Leibnitz District A3a LT C2? Kramer 1994, 30, 52, Taf. 34: 7, 8; Modrijan 1958
30 Schwarzenbach, A3a LTC2-D1 Adler/Wallner 1989, 201, Abb. 495, 497
Wiener Neustadt-Land District
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Table 1. Continuation.

. Context
ID Site Types dating References
Slovakia

31 Bratislava-Devinkd Kobyla, Al, A3a, A3b | LTC-D Buda]/éambal 2016, 278, 279, obr. 5: 8, 10-20
Bratislava District

32 | Bratislava-Raca, Bratislava District A3a ? Cambal 2008, obr. 4: 12

33 Cebovce, Vel'ky Krtis District A3a LTC1-D1| Cambal/Kovir/Budaj 2017, 438, Abb. 4: 35, 36

34 Liptovska Mara I, A3a LTC2-D1 Pieta 1982, 47, Taf. XI: 5

Liptovsky Mikulas District

35 Obisovce, Kogice-okolie District A2 ? Pieta 2008, obr. 8: 14

36 Selec, Trenc¢in District A3a, B3 ? Pieta 2008, obr. 72: 13-16

37 | Slovensky Grob, Pezinok District A3a ? Cambal 2011, 108, tab. XI: 2

38 Trencianské Teplice, A3a, B3 LTC2-D1 Pieta 2000, 142, Abb. 8: 38, 41

Trencin District
39 Zemianske Podhradie, A3b LTC2-D1 Pieta 1982, 47, Taf. XI: 24a, b
Nové Mésto nad Vahom District

40 Zohor-Stupavské strany I, A3a LTC-D Elschek/Vrablec 2001, 61, 62, obr. 33: 7
Malacky District

41 Zohor-Piesky, Malacky District A3a LT B2-D1 Elschek/Kolnikovad 2014, 364, Abb. 6: 11, 12

Serbia

42 Stari Kostolac-Cair, A3a LTB2-D Spasi¢ 1992, 8, tab. I: 10

Branicevo District

(Bujna 2005, 30, 35, 36, fig. 16; Cizmdr 2000, 51), while in Bohemia, this type of jewellery is only
rarely documented (Mangel 2009, 41).

Another case is a belt pendant from Prelou¢ (fig. 5: 3; Mangel/Jilek 2013, 57, 59, 60, fig. 2:
3) which dates to the later part of the period of flat cemeteries or to the subsequent period.
It formally belongs to shapes whose occurrence is not very common in Bohemia, but they
are abundantly represented in the assemblage from the commercial and production centre
of Némcice nad Hanou (Kruta 2006, 346, cat. no. 24/p) or in assemblages from neighbouring
satellite settlements (CiZmdr et al. 2008, 126, fig. 2: 6; Cizmdrovd, H. 2011, 12, fig. 2).* With re-
gard to the fact that these are mostly surface finds, the above type of pendant is only roughly
datable, based on the life span of the Némcice agglomeration (CiZmdi/Kolnikovd 2006, 267), 1.e.
to LT B2/C1 - LT C2. Similar finds are known from grave contexts at the cemetery of Poné-
tovice (éiima’fovd, J. 2011, tab. 35: 16; 47: 4) which clearly demonstrates that they were in use
during LT C1.

Contacts with the territory of present day Moravia are also indicated by coin finds. In this
respect, the coin hoard from Nechanice seems to be quite crucial for eastern Bohemia, as it
dates to the initial phase of Celtic coinage and enables the chronological synchronisation of
Bohemian and Moravian specimens belonging to the period around the turn of the 3* and
27 centuries BC at the latest (Militky 2013, 224; 2018a, 270). This assemblage, consisting of
at least 10 coins, contained among others also three staters of the Athena Alkidemos group
which are prominently represented in the assemblage from Némcice nad Hanou and which
were struck along the Amber Road corridor. This type of coins that was minted throughout
La Téne C is also known from other East Bohemian sites where it is accompanied by unique
finds of other Moravian coinage (e.g., Brod, Novy Bydzov, Trutnov, Vraclav: Militky 2018b,
319-321, tab. 37).

Contacts with southeastern regions during LT B - C1 are also manifested in pottery, es-
pecially in the form of infrequent finds of pots decorated with C-shaped stamps which are
known from sites such as Novy Bydzov, Rokytno, Slepotice or Uhietice (fig. 5: 6; Hlava 2008,

6 We are indebted to J. Cizmarova for additional information.
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Fig. 5. Selected La Téne objects of southeastern origin found in eastern Bohemia.

1 - Horenice, Nichod District; 2 - StéZery, Hradec Krdlové District; 3 — Prelouc,
Pardubice District; 4 - Predmérice nad Labem, Hradec Krdlové District; 5 - LuZany,
Hradec Krilové District: 6 — Uhtetice, Chrudim District.

(1, 4 - drawn by T. Joskovd; 2, 3, 5 - drawn by M. Pleska; 6 — photo by T. Joskovd)

221, 222; Suchopadrova 2017, tab. 18: 6). Their distribution concentrates in the Han4 region in
Moravia, from where they most probably originated (Meduna 1980, 67, 68; Poulovi 2011).

Along with concrete artefactual parallels, southeastern influences also manifested in the
sphere of funerary practices during the period of flat cemeteries. These are indicators which
were commonplace in the Middle Danube region, but which were not very widespread in
Bohemia (cf. Lorenz 1978). Again, such practices most often occurred in the eastern part of
Bohemia. They especially include more frequent use of cremation, sporadic deposition of
the dead with their heads facing the south, occasional deposition of meaty parts or more
frequent occurrence of ceramic vessels among grave goods (Mangel 2009, 31-33, 36-38; Sankot
2014, 261; Snajdr 1881; Waldhauser 1978,172, 173, Abb. 75; 1987, 57, 58, Abb. 9).

Contacts with southeastern regions were also apparent during the consequent LT C2 - D1
period. In this chronological segment, the territories of Bohemia and Moravia were even
more closely linked (Danielisovd 2015; Militky 2015), and the preservation of southeastern
links was still apparent within eastern Bohemia. The most distinct group representing south-
-eastern elements are belt segments with a central knob. Another piece of evidence is a bronze
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ring with corded decoration which was found at LuZzany (fig. 5: 5, Mangel/Danielisovd/Jilek
2013, 104, tab. 15) and which belongs to a specific group of Simleu Silvaniei type circular
jewellery. In A. Rustoiu’s classification, it is designated as the 3b type (Rustoiu 1996, 95, fig.
44: 3). Simleu Silvaniei type rings have a long chronological span, roughly from LT D1 to
Egg Bla or even to Blb (cf. Rudnicki 2012). Their distribution can be observed over a relative
wide stretch of Europe, including the territory of eastern Germany, Poland, Bohemia, Mo-
ravia, Slovakia and Transylvania. It is in Transylvania that the concentration of such finds
is highest and it is therefore usually considered as the area of provenance of these jewellery
items, reflecting the effects of earlier La Tene traditions (Plantos 2005, 80; Rustoiu 1996, 95). In
contrast, M. Rudnicki (2012, 475) presented an alternative hypothesis according to which the
earliest rings originated in central Europe and their production later shifted to the southeast.
The Luzany ring was originally part of a larger hoard datable to LT D or more specifically to
LT D1, based on the presence of a bronze pendant in the form of a miniature mirror (cf. Pernet
2010, 206, pl. 27:11; Salzani 1995, 16, 17, tav. V).

The link to the Amber Road corridor may also be generally revealed by sporadic finds of
raw amber and amber artefacts. Several unprocessed or partly processed pieces, including a
completed spacer, are known from the oppidum of Ceské Lhotice (Danielisovd 2010, 66, P4,
Tab. 3: 12, 4: 10, 11) and an amber bead comes from the settlement site of Pohtebacka (Ka-
Spdrek/Mangel 2012, 30, 31, fig. 17). Several more unprocessed fragments were discovered in
the fill of feature 44 at Novy BydZzov, where, however, an Early Roman period date cannot
be ruled out either (Kaspdrek/Mangel 2012, 31). It is highly probable that, in the above cases,
the desirable raw material reached eastern Bohemia via Moravia, through which the Amber
Road passed and from where abundant evidence for processing amber is known (Cizmiro-
vd 1996). At the same time, we should not ignore the possibility that it was brought from
another direction.

The existence of close links between eastern Bohemia and areas situated to the southeast
is also proven, although in the opposite direction, by the distribution of specific east Bohe-
mian products. These are rotary quern stones made of tephritic phonolite quarried on the
slopes of Kunétice Mountain. Workshops producing these querns, which were most widely
distributed during LT C2 - D1, were located at the foot of the above volcanic formation,
in the cadastral area of Raby (Danielisovd/Mangel/Drnovsky 2011, 68, 69, map 1 with further
literature). The most distant quern made in those workshops was discovered at the site of
Pohanskd in southwest Slovakia. A large number of finds are also known from the territory
of the Drahanska vrchovina Upland, especially from the oppidum of Staré Hradisko, where
these phonolite quern stones represented more than 44 % of the total quantity of 143 quern
stones ((fiiméf/Leichmann 2007,119, 125, tig. 8).

Contacts with the territory of Moravia are also documented by several ceramic finds. It
is namely the find of a pot fragment decorated with horizontal and vertically criss-crossed
wavy lines from Botitov (Cizmdi 2003, 58-61, tab. 62: 4). Similar bipartite pots with curved
necks and identical decoration below the neck made from sandy material are abundantly
represented in the assemblage from the oppidum of Ceské Lhotice and therefore considered
as characteristic part of the local pottery production (Danielisovd 2010, 101-103, P4 tab. 14, 37,
38). Contacts with Moravia are also indicated by several other features on pottery recognised
especially in the assemblage from the oppidum, such as less common rim shapes or specific
types of graphite clay (Danielisovd 2010, 77, 95, 96, fig. 92). All speculations about their impor-
tance in this respect are unfortunately only based on macroscopic observations, that is why
it would be desirable to confirm them in the future, e.g. through provenance analysis of used
raw materials.

The presented finds prove strong ties between the territory of eastern Bohemia and the Mi-
ddle Danube region. However, evidence for contacts with this area is also known from other
parts of Bohemia, and vice versa, the presence of certain elements typical of Bohemia can be
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observed in Moravia as well as in the Middle Danube region (e.g. CiZmd# 2000; Danielisovi
2015; Danielisova/Mangel/Drnovsky 2011; Sankot 2014; Venclovd 2001, 110, 111, fig. 64). Taken
as a whole, these facts indicate that, throughout the whole LT B2 - D1 period, important rou-
tes passed through central parts of eastern Bohemia and connected the rest of Bohemia with
southeastern regions.

Conclusion

Belts consisting of segments with a central knob are a characteristic element of the LT C2 -
D1 period, whose wide distribution, including evidence for their production, is associated
with the Middle Danube area. The east Bohemian finds, along with the recently published
specimen from Tiisov, currently represent the westernmost edge of their distribution area. In
Bohemia, these segments represent one of typical indicators of contacts with regions situated
to the southeast. In this respect, its geographical location certainly was of some importance.
Within eastern Bohemia, southeastern influences became apparent during LT B2 at the latest,
and their manifestations survived until the very end of the La Téne period. It is obvious that,
during all this time, central parts of eastern Bohemia played an important intermediating
role in connecting parts of Bohemia situated further to the west with Moravia and southeas-
tern regions. Several isolated objects with numerous parallels in the Middle Danube region
and certain specific funerary practices also bear witness to the discussed relations during
LT B - C1. Intense contacts are also apparent during the LT C2 - D1 period, of which are
indicative numerous finds of rotary quern stones of east Bohemian provenance made on the
grounds of the oppidum of Staré Hradisko and at other Moravian sites. Another important
group of indicators proving links to the Middle Danube area at that period is represented,
along with other less definite proofs, by east Bohemian finds of belt segments with a central
knob and side plates.

Translated by Jan Machula
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RESUME

Vychodoceské nalezy opaskovych ¢lankii se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi destic-

kami jako doklad interregionalnich kontakta v dobé laténské

Opaskové c¢lanky se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi desti¢ckami néleZeji k pomérné
dlouho zndmym typ@m artefaktdi. Pocet jejich nélezti ovsem nartsta zejména v poslednich
letech v souvislosti se zvysujici se intenzitou vyuzivani detektord kovii v archeologii. Uvede-
na metoda prinesla také prvni ¢tyfi doklady rozsifeni téchto artefakt na tizemi centrélnich
&asti vychodnich Cech (obr. 1, 2). V klasifika¢nim schématu J. Bujny (obr. 3) je méizeme piifa-
dit k typtim GK-R-B3, A2 a A3.

Diskutované opaskové ¢lanky Ize datovat do podstupné LT C2, respektive vzhledem
k povrchovému charakteru vétsiny nélezti pouze ramcové do LT C2 - D1. Jejich nejvyraz-
néjsi rozsiteni, véetné dokladd vyroby, se poji s prostorem stfedniho Podunaji, pficemz, jak
upozornil jiz M. Cizmét#, nejvyssi koncentrace je zfejma v oblasti Pomoravi (obr. 4; tabela 1).
Vychodoceské nélezy, spolu s nedavno publikovanym exemplafem z Ttisova, predstavuiji
nejzdpadnéjsi hranici rozsifeni diskutovanych ¢lankd. Lze je chépat jako jeden z typickych
indikatort kontakt( s jihovychodné polozenymi regiony, které se intenzivnéji projevuji zej-
ména ve vychodnich ¢astech ¢eského tizemi. Svou roli v tomto ohledu bez pochyby sehrala
jejich geograficka poloha.

V ramci vychodnich Cech se jihovychodni vlivy za¢inaji projevovat nejpozdéji od LT B2
a pak pretrvavaji az do konce doby laténské. Je zjevné, Ze po celé toto obdobi hraly centralni
&asti vychodnich Cech ddlezitou zprostiedkujici roli ve spojeni zapadngji situovanych ces-
kych tizemi s Moravou a dal$imi jihovychodnimi oblastmi. Béhem obdobi LT B - C1 svédc¢i
o diskutovanych vztazich ojedinélé predméty s cetnymi paralelami ve stfednim Podunaji
(napft. obr. 5: 1-4, 6) i nékteré specifické praktiky spojené s pohtebnim ritem. Intenzivni kon-
takty jsou pak patrné téz v obdobi LT C2 - D1, kdy o nich vypovidaji ¢etné nalezy rota¢nich
mlynt vychodoceské provenience zaznamenané v aredlu oppida Staré Hradisko i v rdmci
dalsich moravskych lokalit. Druhou vyznamnou skupinu indikatorti vazeb se stfednim Po-
dunajim v tomto obdobi reprezentuji, vedle dalsich doklad (napt. obr. 5: 5), pravé vychodo-
¢eské nélezy opaskovych ¢lanki se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi desti¢kami.

Obrazova priloha
Obr. 1. Rozsifeni opaskovych ¢lankt se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi destickami ve
vychodnich Cechach. 1 - Dob¥enice, okr. Hradec Kralové; 2 - Osice, okr. Hradec Kralové; 3 -
Placky, okr. Hradec Kralové; 4 - Plotisté n. L., okr. Hradec Kralové.
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Obr. 2. Opaskové c¢lanky se stfedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi destickami ve vychodnich
Cechach. 1 - Dobfenice, okr. Hradec Kralové; 2 - Osice, okr. Hradec Kralové; 2 - Placky, okr.
Hradec Kralové; 3 - Plotisté nad Labem, okr. Hradec Kralové;. 1- kreslil M. Pleska; 2-4 - kreslila
T. Joskova.

Obr. 3. Klasifika¢ni schéma ¢lanki se sttedovym vyvalkem a postrannimi destickami. Autor:
T. Mangel.

Obr. 4. Rozsifeni opaskovych ¢lankt se sttedovym vyvalkem v evropském kontextu na zak-
ladé publikovanych nalezii. Sestavil T. Mangel a K. Suchopérova.

Obr. 5. Vybrané laténské nalezy jihovychodniho ptivodu z vychodnich Cech. 1 - Hofenice,
okr. Nachod; 2 - StéZery, okr. Hradec Kralové; 3 - Pfelou¢, okr. Pardubice; 4 - Pfedmétice nad
Labem; 5 - Luzany, okr. Hradec Krélové; 6 - Uhftetice, okr. Chrudim. 1, 4 - kreslila T. Joskova;
2, 3,5 - kreslil M. Pleska; 6 - foto T. Joskova.

Tab. 1. Piehled publikovanych néalez(i opaskovych ¢lanki se sttedovym vyvalkem.
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